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THE BEACHES OF
BARBADHOS drive the
ecanomy, The Coastal
Zone Management Unit
(CEMT) reco :ses that
thiy nre the
end-all of towrizm, snd
without the beaches
there @8 ne tourism.
Sines our incoption
in 1083, the varfous

Barbados' beaches.

Sinee Hurricano Ivan twa
yeres ago, i lot of damage
wis done to the south
coast beaches and n fow
west eoasd sites. Since
then we hawe gone
through twe very bad
winter seasons where we
heve hnd higher than
normal winter swell waves

Governments have gecurring between
consisteatly provided their Zeptember and Apnl. The winter
political and fnancial commitment (December to Aprill is our main
to the conserention of the benches tourism senson, and unfarfunataly
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4) eacarnine the i emphsis on having &
legislative and shoreline. “nan-hardened coast™,
institutional . W have been akble
requirenrents necessory Lo provide gesessment

to prepare the CEMU for its expanded
rale in managing coastal resourees;

53 develop the Integrated Coastal
Fom Munagement Flan.

As part of the current Constal
Infrastrcture Programme (CIF),
woe are epending close to $24 million
focusing on infrastructure Pmﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂ o
pratect the shoreline
enhance and stabilise the west aml
south coast shorelines - a long slow
process with no quick-fix solutions,

s part of our work, we prioriise
areas of coneern and then develop the
option best suited for shoreline
stabilisation and enhancement. While
properly protection is paramount, it is
beeoming clear that there is greater
need for emphasis oo structuee
designs that can nat only protect
properiy but, more impertantly, san
stabilise and enhance an area.

Bench erasion is rightfully
receiving such attention now is
because we have twe world-class
events coming ol soon and a8 a
marketing selling point, there is
concern about the pereeption of

recemmendations to the Town
Planning Department on the design
and placement of new constal
structures to easure that they
minimise destabilisation of

the shoreline.

1t hns to be recopnised also that
wau cannot respond in g “knecjerk”
way to issues that face property
vwaers and cause coastal eresion,
principally because you will end up
with n “hardened coastline” with oo
beach. Examrteaﬂfﬂ]is can be found
along several arens of thi weal coast
with limited lateral access,

In Hesletown, o project: is focused
on improved flocd mitigation at the
Heoletown Lageon. The Crane,
5t Philip project will link Crane
Bench Marth and Seuth through an
uifshare submerged breakwater, and
shoreline protection. In Tent Bay, 5t
John, we will install & slipwny for the
fishermen to haul up their boats.

CEM is ensuring that whersver
beaches are, they remuin; where
thiy dont esxiad, we will be looking
to reate them,




