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“DA BEACH I8 MINE,
1 pavire bade anytime
++ 1" Perhaps Gabby
nieeds to give us tho
2K worsion thatl says:
=D bewels iz mine,
I gwine tek care of
o all de time .7

In: response 1o the
guestion posed to me
when I wiss asked Lo
subumnit thiz article — hns

econmis importanss of its benches —
the answer is that Barbadians have
NOT paid enough attention ta the
impartance of | BEOBOMES 6T
otherwise, We have taken theom fur
granted much as wo take most nspects
of motuge — nir, witer, trees — for

pranted,
When “de high wind
cames” with gecompanying

for persons when deci
where o go on haliday.

o imegine their great
disappointazent if they do
mat got n beach when they
arrive. It is like going to
Franee and discovesing
that the Eiffe] Tower is gone.

But benches are more than
ceonamics, They provide n habitat for
many plants and animals; while the
iwverage person would not recognise
them o7 could not pessibly name
them, they too are important and need
{0 have their home pra X

Even more lundamental, the beach
defines us — we nre il people, We
can see, hear, smell 8 beach daily
without travelling very far, 8o we have
grown to believe that beaches will ke
there, God willing, all the time.

‘Badly, this ia not true; while for us
it i6 benuty and recreation and a
s to eponemic wenlth, n beach is
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Barbndos paid nn.nugh nimntmn to the

on holiday. .

Janice Cumberbalch (s a lectuner in the
Cantre {or Rescurcse Managamant and
Ernvironsrntal Studies at Universty of
Waat Indies Cawe Hill Campas.

Value of beaches
taken for granted

figst and foremast &
natural phenvmenon sod,
yes, beligwe it or nol, they
Build up (acerete) and
crede seasonnlly,
Mow we have ssmething
called “sea-level rise” and,
mare importantly, human
activity that has hastened
the process ol erosion:
sand mining (taking sand
from (g
construction and other purposes],
remaval of bench vegetation {ust
beenuse you do not think the natural
vepetation on the beach is pretty docs
ot mean it was not sorving the
purpese of stabilising/Molding together
the grains of sand); and poer
construction practioes (henches are
dynamie aystems which
respond and adjust ta
waves, tides, corponts nnd

storm surge and blows or Year storms, so nny actions by
washes beaches away, then humans that prevent the
wo realiso what we have after year  beachfiom respouding to
lpat. Thore iz oo lenger & P dynamic forces - like
plac to have n picaic; the siatistics bnu:di:lzmm“ m_ﬁw
:g:nf:llfm gru:’:n%np\lw : mnﬁrmEd ;ﬂ;‘("]‘ ur:.é.er_nmrm.ing :F
w\:‘?ﬁﬁh&?mm that our i‘ﬁmﬂ"sﬁﬂm'
There is no beaches crosion).
underestimnting the 3 What should we duo
eoonomic iné'ponanoc of remain oneg instead of mmi&gcur
benches in Barbades. They y foul practices =
ure critical to our towrism Of the hoping that Dr Leo
E ot o e gose primary G ement Vo
domestic pro-duct. Year attractions (CEMUL cnn fix the
after year the Caribbenn prablam? He ia a doctor
Tourism Osginisation 404 for persons bt ot an MD; e canut
SLBeF P 1% LB Applving 8
nationn] arpanisations when few a?:ltibimim und
confirm statistically that A b caugh syrup.
our beaches resain one of decldmg We should resvegetate
the primary attractions Where to QD with appropriate plant

-gpecies — there nre many
experts around Barbados
who can tell you wont &0
plnnt, for example,
Profeasor Senn
Corringlon at TWL We
should adhere to what

the CZMUF and the Town Planning

Department sy about building an the

ot

And if we teuly love the beaches, we
should keep them clean - stog
littering, provide more garbage cuns
an the beach, in the City and
everywhere else, for that matter. And
emply the cans when they get full,

lense,

I we want the dollar from tourists
who came for sur beaches, or we love
wur beaches just bocnuse, we have to
stop taking them for granted,
understand their dynnmie, and work
to conserve them for now and the
future,




