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I I 1C Issue: Are we treating our beaches as a vital economic resource?

Disappearing
sand sparks
fear for future

IF BARBADIANS never appreciated the economic

periods of out of season swoll wives which eccurred

value of their beaches, the point has hit home foreibly during normal beach vecovery poried [Apsil to

with the rapid destruetion of the natural respurce
that has attracted millions of visitors to the eonntry
for decades.

O the sputh and west eoasts, the damage was
unbelievably swift — where mounds of white sands
onee existed, theee are now only recks.

A recent report from Professor Julia Herrocks,
dircetor of the Barbados Sea Turtle Project,
suggested that the island needed to “allow some
natural censtline realipnment — instend 'of armouring
the constline, using sediment-trapping devices and
roplacing sand to keep the wdsting beaches™, She
basically advised just leaving it to nature.

However, the director of the Coastal Zene
M.unugemtut Unit, Dr Leo Browster, argues that
intervention wid Decessury in many cises beciuse
of the economic significance of the shoreline,
particularly oo the west and south coast of
the island.

Mereover, as Barbados prepares to host two world
spocting events in the coming months, concern js
prowing about what visitors will see when they trek
o the beaches to see the paradize they expect aur
shorelines ta be,

Shoreline stabilisation

“As part of our work, we pricritise areas of concern
and thon develop the option best suited for a.bonima
stabilisation and enhancement. While property
protection is paramount, it is becoming clear that
there is groator neod for emphasis on Btrusture
designs that cannot only protect property but, mere
impartanily, enn stabilise and enhance an area;’

Putting things in perspective; Brewster said his
wponcy’s response was the systematic approach they
nd tuken over the years, not a *knec-jark” reaction.

- Rockloy to Coconut
created

August]. This sert of wave activity has reduced the
amount of time for natural beach recovery thorefore,
even in the current summer months thoy are very
narrew, when they should be at thoir widest,”

he excplained.

The problem of disappearing sands has become so
eritical that beach eperators, businesspecple in the
tourism industry, residents in affected areas as well
as visitors have sent out an 5,.0.5. to authoritiss,

Mannger of the Caspian Beach Apartreents on the
west const, Daniel Warnock-Smith is fearful for the
fusture of his buniness.

Mothing to keep back sea

Warnock-Smith said gome trees in the area had
been uprocted recently, leaving the sea wall opposite
the beach apartments exposed.

Sinee then, roupgh asas have forced a largs crack
in the sidewalk, which has separated from the rosd,

-and cracks are also appearing in the road.
*There ia nothing to keep the sea back from the
 road, and T am concerned that the next big wave

eould threaten the foundation n\i’nm'hu.ildine
he said.

The CEMU team defended th.nrrmpnme to the
situation which was based mainiy on the economic
~Eignificance of the area.

Brewstar said priority locations tod sinoe
+ the 19908 included Weolches, Christ Church, and

Court, where beaches were
and *anchoring headlands® umnn.l.w:d to
“kold the nourished sand
Along Holetown, }.vt.:.'fsnll.aar from Villas on the
Beach towards Sunset Crest, nsimilor arrangement
~weould be np]emen'tad Also in Holelown, there
“is a'plan to improve floed m:l.tm:atlm ak thu

He explained that sivee the paesage of Hurricane _Hnlmwn Lagoan.

Ivan two yenrs ago, Barbades Imisuﬁ'eml almost
continuous erosion.

“We have gone through two vory had winter
seasons with higher than normal winter swell wnves
eecurring between Seplember and April. The winter -
[December to Aprill is our mnin tourism senson, nnd
unfortunately it coircides with the pnh'lud.whm llm
beaches are at their parrowest.

“In addition, the island has wrpmmocd S0me

the CraneSt Philip, Crane Bepch Marth and
So‘ulh will be linked through'subme:
and shareline protection deviees. In
ay is boing constructed for

5t .hhn.s sl:
ul up their bants.
nmrdmg to Browstern, the rate ordmumm
mmd:moswnnlonmhummo\fﬁmm
theroforo have to mnnm ﬂm development in a
-controlled sustainable manner
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Beach
operators,
businesspeople
in the tourism
industry,
residents in
affected areas
as well as
visitors have
sent out an
S5.0.58. to
authorities.

AT THE CRANE,
5t Philip, Crane Beach
North and South will
be linked through
submerged breakwatar
and shoreline
protaction devices. s
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